




Multicultural
Scholars Programs

Who are we?
We are students who
• are well-prepared for college studies
• want to benefit from supportive relationships with others
• want to achieve excellent academic progress.
All students in the program are U.S. citizens or permanent 
residents. Depending on the needs of each Program, we 
are African-, Asian-, Hispanic-American and Indigenous 
students, first-generation college students, or students 
with high financial need.

What do the MSPs offer you?
As a member of a Multicultural Scholars Program (MSP), 
you will receive scholarships and will join a community of 
students and professors who make your transition to KU a 
smooth one. The program addresses academic, social, and 
personal aspects of your experiences at the University of 
Kansas and assists you to get the maximum benefits of a 
college education during your undergraduate years.

When you enter a School or Division, the MSPs will 
offer you financial support until you graduate, provided 
the needed funds are available. Over time, you will also 
be expected to assist and mentor newer students in your 
program.

“Upon graduating, I was nominated by KU for a Rhodes 
Scholarship and later accepted into Harvard Business 
School. I consider my participation in the MSP to be 
the greatest contributor to these achievements.”       - Ruben

Natural science scholars

Mandatory group meetings
All MSP students gather at least four times each 
semester to discuss and plan the following:
• networking with students, family, faculty, and donors
• feedback about academic progress of the group
• financial aid assistance
• learning about and appreciating others’ cultural
  backgrounds

Cultural events and meetings
In addition to its focus on academics, the Multicultural 
Scholars Programs feature mandatory extra-curricular 
activities that help students develop social skills. These 
include: attendance at theatre, opera, ballet, concerts 
and other performances; meals with the group; family, 
faculty and donor involvement in activities.

Multicultural Scholars agree to fulfill
the following requirements:
• full class attendance
• full attendance at group meetings
• preparation for all meetings with faculty director
• commitment to academic discipline
• maintenance of a minimum GPA as required by
  each respective program

Social Welfare scholars

What do we do?
The MSPs provide these services and activities to student 
members:

Scholarships
• amounts to be determined by need and merit

Student-mentor meetings
• academic feedback and planning
• academic advising
• time and crisis management
• financial aid, internship and job opportunities
• career exploration

Guest speaker Lewis Diuguid

Savion Glover with scholars and donors

“Thank you so much for your guidance throughout my 
three years at KU and for helping to persuade me to 
study abroad.”                                                        - Marcos

Business and Education scholars at the Aaron Douglas exhibit.
Spencer Museum of Art

“The cultural excursions helped to develop the students into 
well-rounded professionals and give the MSP participants 
an opportunity to experience the arts.”       - Carlos

Visiting alumni

“I benefited from all of the aspects of the program and so 
have both of my siblings. Without the contributions of the 
many fantastic donors, this would not be possible.”  - Phil

Board member Bill Thornton and 
Chancellor Robert Hemenway

“When students start to identify themselves as MSP 
scholars, it makes them tend to stick together and want to 
help each other succeed.                       - Scott
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School of Architecture
J. William Carswell
Associate Professor
312 Marvin Hall
(785) 864-4365

jwc@ku.edu

Hobart C. Jackson, Jr. 
Associate Professor
202 Marvin Hall
(785) 864-3068

hcjacksn@ku.edu

School of Business
Bob Augelli

Director
301C Summerfield Hall

(785) 864-7524
baugelli@ku.edu

School of Education
Michele M. Casavant

Director
215 Joseph R. Pearson Hall

(785) 864-7096
casavant@ku.edu

Fred Rodriguez
Associate Professor

214C Joseph R. Pearson Hall
(785) 864-9655
fredrod@ku.edu

Humanities
Diane Fourny

Associate Professor
303L Bailey Hall
(785) 864-9070

dfourny@ku.edu
 

Jennifer Heller
Director

303B Bailey Hall
(785) 864-3013
jheller@ku.edu

School of Journalism
Christy Bradford

Director
2064 Dole Human

Development Center
(785) 864-7635

bradford@ku.edu

Natural Sciences/
Mathematics

James Orr
Professor

5061 Haworth Hall
(785) 864-3859
jorr@ku.edu

Amy Kim
Director

620 Snow Hall
(785) 864-4363

akim@math.ku.edu

School of Pharmacy
Robert L. Emerson

Director
6050 Malott Hall
(785) 864-5563

remerson@ku.edu

John Stobaugh
Professor

136A Dolph Simons Biosciences 
Research Laboratories

(785) 864-3996
stobaugh@ku.edu

Social Sciences
Yo Jackson

Associate Professor
1000 Sunnyside Ave.

2013 Dole
(785) 864-3581

yjackson@ku.edu

School of Social Work
Lori Messinger

Associate Professor
205 Twente Hall
(785) 864-8968
lorim@ku.edu

Woochan Shim
Assistant Professor
305 Twente Hall
(785) 864-8969
shimw@ku.edu

Multicultural Scholars Programs
Renate R. Mai-Dalton, Executive Director

Associate Professor
302 Summerfield Hall

(785) 864-7566
rmaidalton@ku.edu

www.ku.edu/~msps
with links to Programs

Directors of Multicultural Scholars Programs

How to apply
Applicants to an MSP must submit
• a brief cover letter
• a high school or junior college transcript
• names, addresses, and phone numbers of two
  teachers as references
• a two-page essay

Your essay should respond to the following questions:
• What do you want out of life and why is a college
   education important to you?
• How did you choose your major?
• Who has influenced you the most in your life?
• What does your cultural background mean to you
   and how involved are you in your ethnic heritage?

Application deadline:
Varies by School/Division. Contact Unit Director.

Address your application or questions concerning your 
application to the program director listed for your area of 
interest.

Developing a New
Generation of Leaders
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“… I have personal contact with caring advisors who will 
go out of their way to help me succeed academically. This 
is especially helpful to me because I am a first-generation 
college student and the advice of those advisors and fellow 
students has been essential.”                            - Anna




